NIMSS Oversight Committee

Conference Call

Tuesday, December 11, 2007
10:00 am Eastern

ATTENDEES:

NERA:  Rubie Mize, Daniel Rossi

NCRA:  Arlen Leholm, Marshall Martin, Chris Hamilton

SAAESD:  Eric Young, Donna Pearce, Lisa Collins, David Morrison

WAAESD: Colin Kaltenbach, Harriet Sykes

System Update and Admin. Conference Call Report – Rubie Mize

The position for a NIMSS Web Developer was reviewed and approved by Rutgers on October 23, and was posted online on November 5.

  

The position is advertized at the following:

-- Rutgers’ University of Human Resources website
-- The New Jersey Higher Education Recruitment Consortium (NJHERC.org)
-- HigherEdJobs.com

 HYPERLINK "blocked::http://www.higheredjobs.com/" \o "blocked::http://www.higheredjobs.com/"  

So far, only three candidates have applied, all are from New Jersey.  The position will be based at USDA-Beltsville, MD, and will be working closely with Rubie Mize.  The vacancy notice is also posted at the University of Maryland’s College of Computer, Mathematical and Physical Sciences’ newsletter that is circulated to all the undergrads.  It was also sent as an e-mail to all the computer science graduate students.  The deadline is December 21.  This will be extended if necessary.  Application can only be submitted online through the Rutgers Human Resources website.  

A list of upgrades is being compiled for the programmer, among the tasks included are:

· Allow data to be downloaded from NIMSS and converted to Excel or Access files that stations can manipulate and use for their own reporting

· Interface with CRIS forms to automatically populate boxes from the NIMSS database
· Interface with Plan of Work reporting on integrated multistate activities
One Solution Meeting Report – Dr. Rossi
· Members of the ESCOP NRSP Review Committee and the NRSP-1 Technical Committee met on November 28-29, 2007 with representatives from CSREES to discuss the current status and timeline for the implementation of One Solution.

· One Solution is far from finished and not ready to be released in the near future.
· CSREES will be implementing a One Solution integrated reporting system, referred to as the CSREES Information System (CIS) over the next several years.  One Solution is the overall umbrella and CIS is just one element of One Solution.

· The first step towards an integrated CIS is the CRIS Transition Standard Report.  More standardized CRIS AD416 (Work Unit Description) and AD421 (Accomplishment Report) reports were released on October 1, 2007.  There are no plans to revise the AD417 (Classification) form at this time.  The revised reporting forms will provide a more consistent format for project directors who may be reporting on multiple types of CSREES grants.  
· A One Solution Stakeholders Group, consisting of representatives from the research, education and extension communities, has been formed to provide guidance to the transition to CIS.  It will be important for this group to meet with both the CSREES IT leadership but also the CSREES policy leadership.  It is critical that the system continue to provide feedback and input as we transition to CIS.

· The Committee members also reviewed the status of NRSP-1 and concluded that the decision to extend NRSP-1 one year with a new termination date of September 30, 2010 is appropriate given the climate of uncertainty relative to a more standardized reporting system.  The Committee members recommend that the budget for the extended year for NRSP-1 include the standard 3% increase as in previous years.  Given the fact there are no expected significant changes in the CRIS reporting requirements for Extension or Academic programs, there is no need to currently reconsider the changes in funding for NRSP-1.   
Other:

N/A

Future Meeting:

· Next System Admin conference call is Tuesday, January 15 at 11:00 am Eastern

· Next NIMSS Oversight Committee conference call is Thursday, January 24 at 2:00 pm Eastern

